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INTRQDUCHION

3 . We, tﬁe m;am-bers ;:sf the F.ony'-Fomth Statewide Investi éatiné éfand Jury, having recetved
and 1evmwed evidence pertammg to vxolations of the Pennsylvama Crimes Code and Elecuon_
Co de occurring inNox thampton County pursuant to Notice of Submjssion of Investigation Number
28, do hereby make the followmg findings of fact and recommendation of charges:

FINDINGS OF FACT

The G‘mnd Jury conducted amn mvestlgataon into fraudulent activity associated With the
2018 nominatmn papelwmk for L1berta1ian Party candidates seeking public ofﬁce Speclal Agent
Sean MeGlinn (“SA MoGlion™) of the Pgnnsylvania Office’ of Attorney Ge;mral (“OAG’.’)‘
appeated before the CGirand Jﬁl"y and testiﬁcd-’.that the rﬁatter was brought to the attention of the
OAG in August 2018 via letter advising that the néminatioﬁ paéers filecl with the Pennsylvania
Depattment of State (“DOS”) on July 27,2018 -and August 1, 2018 contamed forged signatuies
 aund other u*regulalmes The conespondenoe inecluded two notauzed affidavits by C. M and B B,
two female 1eglste1ed votets who resided in the 7" Congt essmnal Dmtnct in Norfhampton County
. Bach afﬁdavit advised that the s1gnatu1e affixed to the corresponding nomination papet was not
' fhe signature of the puréorted signer, and that neither gave anyone auth:orizaﬁon to sign the
nomination papers in her stead. | | _ | l. | |
| The Grand ?huy leatned that for thnd party candidates Secking elected posmons such as j
Govemoi Lleutenant Govemor, Senatm, Congmsspmson, and/ot a member ‘of the Pennsylvania
| Geneial Assembly to obtain ballot access for. the 2018 genelal electwn, the candidates were -
: 1equ:|1ed to file their nommatlon papers s1gned by “quahﬁed electots” with the DOS by August 1, |
2018, Each quahﬁed eiector was required to sign and print his or her name dnd prov1de his or her

home address, Each elector was. further required to list the date en wmch he or she signed the:

1




docun.lent. “In order to be eligible for ballot access, third party candlidatés needed to collect a
' cartam number of s1gnatures from qualified electors. The numbe1 of requhed sxgnatules was
determined by the particulai position that was sought, Candxdates submitting nomination papers
oontammg less than the requisite number of signatures were not eligible to be on the ballot,
The Grand me heald testimony mdmatmg that OAG agents interviewed C.M, and EF.
. Specifically, the Grand Jury leai ned that after reviewing the nomination paper identtfied as “page
' 243” and filed w.ith DOS on Julj 27, 2018, C.M. advised that she did, in fact, sign the document.
E.F., however, confirmed ‘ch;a,t she did not sigri the nomination papér identified a3 “page 1039" and
filed Wlth DOS on August 1, 2018 ‘ |
The Qrand 3u1y leamed that there Wete a total of 25 sxgnatul es on “pagc 1039 and that 23
of those individuals wete located and mterviewed by OAG apents. A 1edacted copy 0 “page 1039”
is sst forth Immedlateiy below. Notably, even with ]USt a‘glance the appeatance of “page 1039”

1éveals stnkmg sxmﬂautgg:s in the handwniting contained therein.
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Baoh of the 23 indwiduals viewed his or het pur pmted 31gnature on “page 1039” atxd each
petson advised that they did not s1gn the docurnent. Further, the G:and Jury heard tast1mony that
pach of the 23 indwxduals confnmed to OAG agents that he or she did not give anyone else
o permlssxon to sign the nomination paper on his or k}e1 behalf, Moreover, the Grand Jury lean_aed
that two of the 23_individ1.?als who were interviewed also noticed -signafures oh “page 1035”

putporting to _be the signat,urés of théir'spoﬁses. Tﬁgy coﬁﬁrm{qd that the purpotted signatures fo e
their spouses wete forged, as Wél]. As such, the G1and Jury lgalned that not one 'sigiiatur.e

-' puﬁamﬁtig ;co ‘be that of a qualified.elecfor ,suppérting b‘a]lot. aécesé on “page 1035.9‘” was real ot

authonzed | o | | .,

Agent MeGlinn test;ﬁed that thmugh the course of l:us contmued mvestl gatmn, ho Ieamed |
that Jake Towne (“Towne”) signed as the nommatmn papel circulator for 35 separate pages,
h mcludmg “page 1039 * Through his signatme in Seotxon D of “page 1039 * he swore that all of

- the mfoxmatlon contained in the document was true and that the s;gn(ns were- quahiied electors,
_ The evldence further .1evealed that Towne had been a Liber tarlan party candidate for public ofﬂce

in 2010 2017 and 2018 and in faot was the elected audltor of Lower Nazaleth Township in 2017.

“The Grand Jury Iaamed that Towne had wotked his way up. ’fhlough the ranks of the Noﬂhampton o

- County leertauan patty. He gerved as the county paﬂy s treasuler dnd secretar y and is cuu.ently
now the pr esident Through a combmaﬁon of his own expetience in seekmg pubhc office, as weﬁ
as h13 yeats -of service to the party, he had extensive expetience in obtalning ballot access,

However, the 1nvest1gatmn revealed that Towne did not actually oiicuiate all of the nommatmn '

'papéns which he signed and attested to as the cireulator.

- Instead, the mvestlgat:on tevealed that Towne advemsed ot Facebook that he sought :

'circulato;‘s for nomination papers for L1bertarian candidates and offered to pay for the signatur es




eoﬂected The Grand Jury learned thaie itis notl illegal to play peeple to circulate nomination papers
| on behalf of cand1dates Howevel the mdmdual who actuaﬂy obtains the si gnatuies from,
l qualified electors must sxgn asthe cncuiatm on the particular neminauon paper(s) Agent MeGlinn
" testified that Towne posted on a Faceieook'pletferm-seelqng asslstance in obtalnmg signatures in
- .Ti.iiy 2018, The Grand Jur§ Iie‘amed that people afﬁrmatively responded to his request. for
assistance. _ .' | l
The Grand Jury heard testimony that Ambeor Come]l (“Corlell”) vclunteemd to obtam
siénatures in return for payment ﬁom Towne. Correll completed “page 1039” and subm;tted itto | '
Towne. She advised that he instructed her not to sign the back of the document, She also advised
'th_at she was paid $2.0b pet signatute and she did not tell Towne or anyone else that she forged the "
. names, signam'res and persohal information, She admitted to Agent McQlinn that she elid not have
pelmlsszon from. the individuals to use theit 1dentit1es mt’ms mattet, | | ‘
Ageiit’ McGIinn testlﬁed that tl:u'ough the course of the inveshgatmn, he learned from Bd
R_eagan that on May 8, 2019 Towne told him [Reagan] that he had pa1d a woran to collect the .
signatures on “page 1039” and that the s1gnatules were valid but all of the other infmmanon was

written in her handwr;tmg. Thus, he acknowledged that he [Towne] did not, in fact, circulate the

. document

The Gland Jury learned that C R. saw ’ehe 1equest for assistance ﬂnough Facebeolc and, on
July 14, 2018, she advised Towne ihat she was 1nte1ested in- obtammg mgnatm es for him for $2.00
- per &gnatme .She ebtained blank nomJnation papérs from him thereafter. She 1etmned the
- completed nonnnaﬁon paper identified as “page 958" to him on or, about July 26, 2018, She did

not fill out the euculatm 8 statement on the baclk of “page 958,” however, Then, ot Sunday, July .




29, 2018 at 7:43 am, Towqe'oontacted C.R. again to ask if she had other signatures for him, He
advised through a toxt message: .
We are so close t0 getting Ed {Reagan, a candidate for State Representative] on the
ballot- was just ohecking in to see if you were collecting any in the Bangor/East
Bangot/Roseto/ Nazateth boro/Stockertown/Tatamy area, they will be driven to
Harrisburg cither Wednesday ot Tuesday so would need them by Monday evening
—will up the pay to $2.50 per signature in the above area, ones from elsewhere in
‘Northampton I’Il pay whatever was in out contract. If you don’t plat: to collect, that
ok (si¢) too but please let me know this. It’s golng {0 be close, Thanksi! Jake’
‘The Grand Jury learned that C.R: did obtain three additional signatures which are located
ot “page'1040.” Towne was not present when she obtained any of the signatures. For unknown
- reasons, C.R. did not sign the statement of the circulator on either page. “The recotds clearly show
that Towne filled out both, ~
Agent McGlinn testified that the OAG engaged Khody Detwiler (“Detwiler”), Forensio
. Document Examiner, to conduct an analysis of the signatures on "‘page 1039.” Detwilor was
provided with coples of the Pennsylvania diiver’s license signatures and votet registration card .
éignatm'eg for all 25 of the individuals Hsted on “page 1039.” He was also provided handwriting
exempiars Hrorn 17 of the 25 individuals. He advised to a reasopable degree of professional
certainty that atl 25 si gnafurés wete forged, |
| Detwiler was also provided handwriting exemplars from Towne, Cotrell and a few. other '
. individuals, -He concluded to z;";feasonable degree of professional certainty that Cotrell signed the
natmes of 12 of the 25 individials. He furthes apined that #is probable that she also signed three
additional names on the page; howev_‘ér, he could not say to a degree of profesional cettainty that

she signed the names of the other 10 i'ndividﬁals. Detwiler opined that Cotrell wrote the bulk of

* the questioned handwritten text on “page 10397 Furthet, Detwiler advised that Towne did sigh




pages 958 : 1639 and 1040 in section D as the “Statement' of Circulator” despite ﬂ;xe fact that the
idence established that he never ciroulated those pages | |

As prevmusly stated, the Grand Jury heard ev1dence that nomination papets ate ﬁled thh

the DOS and the information contained therein is reﬂed upon by DOS in order to give qualified

individuals ballot access for the gener al electmns in Pennsylvama Aoomdmgly, using the '

signature and 1dentifying information of 25 mdmduals without their consent and for payment in

ordet to help a candidate obtaln ballot access in Pennsylvania was unlawful. '




